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Vor. VII. 


Members Resmine Aproap. 


It is provided in the bye-laws of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons that members resident abroad 
shall not lose their right to vote at each annual 
election of members of Council. The chief difficulty 
seems to be to let the distant members know in time 
for whom they may vote. Very often their voting 
papers contain names of gentlemen who have not 
been nominated or of those not retiring from the 
Council. It may therefore be useful to publish the 
names of those members who are retiring this year 
‘but who are eligible for re-election. They are— 

Hartley, C. 
Hunting, W. 
Nisbet, J. 
Wheatley, A. 
Williams, W. O. 

There will be at least nine vacancies this year, and 
when the nominations are filled up we shall add the 
full list of candidates. 


A DeparrmMentat Apouoaist. 


Professor Brown has recently contributed to agri- 
cultural journals two articles on contagious diseases. 
To the Journal of the Bath and West of England 
Society the Professor writes on ‘“‘ Swine-Fever.” To 
the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society he 
writes on ‘ Glanders.’’ Both articles are in his 


excuse for the farmer, but none for the officials. 

The next excuse is that owners of swine move 
infected animals. Of course they do. The duty of 
the Board is to stop this. If the owner of animals 
finds movement forbidden in one place and not in 
another, rules made one day and repealed the next, 
he gets careless, and when the regulations are varied 
about once a week he simply gets confused or reckless, 
and takes his chance of doing what seems best for 
himself. If the Board would adopt uniform pro- 
cedure and firmly enforce well considered arrange- 
ments owners would submit to what was clearly 
necessary. 

Further measures suggested by Professor Brown 
are that owners should trace the origin and spread of 
outbreaks so as to save the time of the lay inspectors 
and prevent them proceeding in the wrong direction. 
Also that all newly purchased pigs should be quaran- 
tined for a time under the supervision of veterinary 
surgeons. Really all these suggestions are very good, 
but why stop here? Why not go on to point out 
the aimless way in which the Board now act? Why 
not point out that so long as infected pigs are 
permitted to come in thousands from Ireland disease 
is certain to spread here. Why not suggest that 
movement should be stopped as in cattle-plague days ? 
When the Board takes proper steps to get rid of the 
disease, and declines to truckle to political pressure, 


usual cautious not to say pessimistic manner. On| When it shows itself to be really in earnest then the 
another page is a short extract quoting his remarks , ©-Operation of farmers will be easily secured. 


.on the very important subject of the further measures | 


needed for the suppression of swine fever. It will be 
seen that they contain no suggestions for amend- 
ments of the rules or methods now adopted by the 
Board. They are the usual departmental excuses put 
in the form of complaints against the farmer for not 
making easy the work of the Board. It is complained 
that notification of disease is not made sufficiently 
early, and it is stated that the delay sometimes ex- 
tends to weeks. What inducement do the Board 
Offer for early notification? When a report is made 
the farmer finds some four or five days are occupied 
by the authorities in diagnosing the disease. Then 


after, in some cases, four or five more days an | 


inspector arrives to take charge of the outbreak, by 
which time a number of dead pigs are lying about 
the place which must not be touched and which are 
not paid for. Sometimes the whole lot are slaugh- 
tered, sometimes only those visibly diseased. All 
movement is stopped, and apparently the maximum 
of annoyance inflicted with a minimum of good to 
follow. Professor Brown resents this complaint of 
delay upon the part of the Board being referred to, 
and upon the principle of two blacks making a white, 
argues that the farmers’ delay is twice as bad as the 
Board’s. Surely he might make some allowance for 
the different positions of the parties. There is some 


On glanders Professor Brown is, as usual, just a 
little behind the times. On the purely professional 
view of the subject he writes clearly and well, but of 
course has to make some excuses for the inaction of 
his department during the past twenty years. The 
excuse is an unfair reflection upon the skill of veter- 
inary surgeons. It amounts to this—before mallein 
was discovered the diagnosis of glanders and farcy 
was impossible in some cases and difficult in most. 
Veterinary surgeons would call every thick leg farcy, 
and they would mistake cases of strangles for glanders. 
Under such conditions it would have been folly for 
the Board to have attempted to stamp the disease out. 
| We reply the Army had no mallein but they had 
glanders amongst their 16000 horses and they stamped 
it out. Are not civil practitioners as capable as 


those of'the army ? 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


A reply has been received by the Secretary of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to the letter and 
Report forwarded to the Board of Agriculture. This will 


| 


| 


be considered by the Council at a meeting to be held 
early in May, after which we shall he able to publish it. 
Meautime we may say that the letter carries the subject 
of our complaint vo further, and that every member who 
can influence a Member of Parliament should do so 


without delay. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


SEPTIC INFECTION.—SEPTIC INTOXI- 
CATION. 


By Wm. M. Scorr, M.R.C.V.S., Bridgwater, 
Somerset. 


Subject.—Six-year-old shorthorn cow. 

History.—Had given birth to two dead calves 60 
hours previously. 

Symptoms.—Very uneasy on hind Jegs, occasionally 
getting up and lying down. Countenance showing a 
depressed expression, vessels passing over the sclerotic 
coat gorged with blood. Membranes, dirty yellowish 
red colour. Respiration hurried, and at each expira- 
tion was emitted a painful grunt. Breathing mainly 
thoracic. Pulse 98 per minute and wiry. Temp. 
106°2; bodily heat irregularly distributed. Muzzle 
cold but moist; cold patches of perspiration was 
visible over the body. Mouth moist, but possessing 
a loathsome depressing odour. Diarrhea and 
tenesmus marked with foetid odour. Appetite, lacta- 
tion, and all the other normal functions in abeyance. 
Auscultation of the chest gave evidence of the offen- 
sive stage of bronchitis with a few patches of consoli- 
dation. On pressing abdomen on the right side, 
especially well up towards the lumbar vertebra, dis- 
tinct evidence of pain wss evinced ; placenta retained, 
and a slight icterous-looking discharge was passing 
from the vagina. 

Prognosis. Unfavourable. 

Diagnosis. Metro-peritonitis, with 
septicity and metastasis to the lungs. 

Treatment. Administered usual laxatives combined 
with 5vi. chlorodyne. Applied mustard to chest, and 
a stimulating anodyne liniment to the abdomen. In- 
jected uterus with hot water and milk containing 
tinct. opii. and hydrarg perchlor. A draught was 
left containing tinct. aconite, spt. ether. nit., spt. 
ammon. as usual, and terpentine to be given in lin- 
seed gruel. A clyster was thrown into the bowels 
containing turpentine and oleum lini. Oatmeal gruel 
ad libitum ; ordered switched eggs and brandy. 

Next morning found patient much the same, but 
showing greater evidence of septicemia. The breath 
was markedly affected. The temperature had gone 
down one degree, and she had picked a handful of 
grass and drunk some gruel. 

Antizymotics and antipyretics were the agents 
relied upon at this stage of doing any service. Large 
doses of quinoidine and salicylic acid with gentian 
were administered. Stimulants in the shape of 
turpentine and ammon. carb. were used at proper 
intervals, while hyposulphite of soda was dissolved in 
the gruel. I clipped off the hair over a superficial 
vein, aseptised the part with solution of corrosive 
sub. as well as my hands and lancet; abstracted 
some blood into a sterilized test tube and plugged 
the same with cotton wool. A drop of this blood 
mixed with its equivalent of sterile water was put 
under the microscope with high power. One glance 


evidence of 


mass of animal life. I could compare it to nothing 
else than a drop of putrefying water with vegetable 
matter in it, or to the contents of a carious tooth.. 
The white corpuscles were very pronounced and 
numerous, the red looked shrunken and did not 
form rouleaux. Bacilli of various sizes were noticed 
in the field, some motile others non-motile, micro- 
cocci however were in greater abundance. On my 
attendance next morning I found the patient gradu- 
ally sinking, the odour being sickening as soon as one 
entered the door. She died the saine afternoon. No: 
post-mortem was made, being too busy at the time. 

As a contrast to the above case | may be excused 
for relating the following, namely, septic intoxication. 
—sapremia. 

Subject.—Aged cow. 

History.—Nine days after giving birth this cow 
was noticed, in the early morning, to refuse her 
food and was exceedingly dull. On arrival I found 
she had not cleaned, at least not fully; pulse slow 
and weak, temperature sub-normal, head depressed, 
occasionally resting the jaw on manger; eye dull, 
membranes jaundiced. All normal functions in 
abeyance, udder loose and flabby, milk very yellow 
and thin; she would occasionally turn round, and 
move in a regardless, unsteady fashion. Bowels re- 
laxed and slightly foetid. I may say thit very warm 
sultry weather was prevailing at the time, and the 
hygenic surrounding were not all that could be 
desired, as there was a ditch close by which emitted 
a very loathsome odour. 

Allowing it was a case of sapremia, my first 
thought was to do aWay with the cause, namely, 
remove the decomposing placenta, and inject the 
womb with an antiseptic and anodyne. Cold water 
was applied to the head, a laxative was administered 
followed up by Chloral Hydrate and Pot. Brom. 
Next morning the patient was found down and was 
with difficulty made rise. The semi-unconscious ap- 
pearance was not so marked and the eye looked 
better, but she was very weak. Small doses of 
Nitro-hydrochloric acid and quinoidine repeated 
often were administered alternated with brandy and 
eggs. Renal and skin stimulants were also ad- 
ministered. The womb was irrigated 3 times daily, 
and on the 5th day she was convalescent. 

Remarks.—Does it not seem strange why one cow 
should show symptoms for intoxication and another 
of infection, and as far as the casual observer can 
judge, under apparently similar circumstances. Of 
course we must remember that in infection we have 
a period of incubation, in intoxication we have not. 
I should think that infection should take place before 
or immediately after parturition. In other words 
before the uterus recoils and thereby cutting off, to a 
large extent, the portal—expanded uterine wall—by 
which contamination of the system takes place. 
This will perhaps explain why we get intoxication 
later after calving, because, I take it, the toxin 
would become more readily absorbed than the or- 
ganism which secreted or excreted it as the case 
may be. 


was sufficient to convince me that the blood was one 
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COUNTY COUNCIL LECTURES. 


I was sitting in a little office at the back of my 
surgery one afternoon when I heard a somewhat 
pompous sounding voice asking if Mr. hisself 
was in as he wished to see him very particular on 
special business. He was ushered into my presence, 
a somewhat seedy looking individual, whose face how- 
ever wore an aspect of self conscious importance. 

“Are you Mr. -—, he inquired?’’ and seemed 
somewhat surprised when I answered, I am. “ Well 
sir, my business is this ; (and it came out all in one 
breath) I am deputed by the Technical Instruction 
Committee of our Urban District Council to visit 
you personally and ask if you would be so kind as to 
give us some technical lectures on veterinary science, 
and if so what your charge for the same will be, and 
how many you are prepared to give.’’ Of course, I 
felt very much flattered, and after talking the matter 
over with him and impressing on him the idea that 
my time was very fully occupied and therefore very 
valuable, we agreed to terms. I must confess that I 
walked about for a couple of days quite two inches 
taller than usual and feeling very important on 
becoming a County Council lecturer. I received an 
intimation on the third day that my first lecture was 
to be delivered on the following Monday evening at a 
village public house, the landlord to take the chair. 
This was a drop, and I began to wish that I had en- 
quired rather more about the lectures before being so 
rash. However, I could not now back out of my 
bargain, so at the appointed time I drove out to the 
village inn consoling myself that no doubt there 
would be a good club or meeting room somewhere 
upstairs. I was effusively welcomed by the landord, 

and conducted into a sort of bar parlour full of a 
motley crew smoking, drinking and chatting away to 
their hearts’ content. 

** Will you show me the room in which I am to 

deliver my lecture ?’’ I asked. 

“ This is it ’’ he replied—*‘ a good room is it not ?”’ 

“‘ Well but ”’ I said, “‘ what is to become of those 
folks now ir it?” | 

“Oh he said, that is your audience. They are 
waiting for you to begin.” 


1 got up amid a round of applause, and in some 
fashion got through an hour's lecture on Hygiene, 
describing a model cowshed and the ordinarily con- 
structed one, pointing out the necessity of a good, 
well ventilated, well lighted, well drained building, 
etc., and then passed on to the breeds of cattle and 
how to select a dairy cow. When I had finished, 
the chairman in proposing a vote of thanks invited 
questions with the view of further explaining any 
thing I had said. Thereupon through the mist of 
smoke came the following :— 

“Mr. Chairman, I have to say that what he has 
been telling us about good cowsheds is what he ought 
to tell the landlords ; it’s no use telling us.” 

“ All right,” I replied facetiously, ‘ bring the land- 
lords here—I will tell them.” This remark, received 
with some laughter, seemed quite satisfactory, and put 
us all in a good temper, but it set the ball rolling. 
Up got another individual, evidently a small cow- 
keeper, who had not bothered to make any addition 
to his toilet after milking his cows. 

‘“‘Mr. Chairman,” said he, ‘‘ may I ask a question ? 

‘** Has it anything to do with the lecture?” 

** Well it’s summat I want to know.” 

Let him ask”’ said I. 

‘“* Well, will you please tell me what will shift the 
cleaning from a cow as has picked calf ? 

I replied in as withering a manner as I could, 
that I did not see the connection between my lecture 
and the question, but I was pleased to be able, this 
once, to go out of my way to answer it, and my 
answer was that there were three veterinary surgeons 
within four miles, any one of whom would no doubt 
be glad to do it for him. He muttered something 
about my being no better than one he went to hear 
last year, and I seized my manuscript and left the 
room. 

Before my second lecture | wrote a strongly worded 
letter which had the desired effect of preventing 
both the drinking and the smoking. 

The second lecture was on drenching, the age of 
animals, and feeding. This passed off fairly well, but 
my questioner of the week before again requested 


whether if I would not tell him what to give a cow 


to shift a cleaning, would I kindly say if it was safe to 
ull at it when it was hung out a yard. I replied 
curtly that I had answered that question the week 


* But ”’ I ejaculated, ‘‘ 1 am not a tap room orator, 
and the place is full of smoke.” | 

“Never mind sir,” said my host, ‘ they are a very | 
decent lot of fellows, but they will smoke. Professor 
was here on poultry farming last week and he 
raised no objection.” 

‘All right,”’ I said in despair, “ fire away, you are 
chairman, introduce me.’’ The introduction was 
peculiar. It was as follows :—‘‘ Gentlemen before 
Mr. begins his lecture I wish to say that if any 
-of you want anything to drink please order it now, as 
I can’t have him interupted during the lecture.” Then 
he leaned over to me remarking that he hoped I 
should not object as he had had rather a bad 
season. I was bewildered. 

Should I look on it as a joke or should I pack 
up my traps and go. While cogitating thus, my 
chairman suddenly broke in with, ‘“ Now, Mr. ——, 
they are ready; silence gentlemen.” That settled it. 


before. He was distinctly dissatisfied and muttered 
that he did not see the use of coming to my lectures. 

My third lecture was on the points of a horse, 
good and bad conformation, and hereditary diseases, 
and at the end of it | announced that in my last 
lecture 1 should have something to say about parturi- 
tion. My previous questioner was at this lecture 
and volunteered the information that the lecture was 
no use to him as he did not keep a horse. He 
waited, however, till the audience was leaving when 
he “‘sidled’* up to me in a familiar sort of way and 
said-—‘* You must not be vexed with me, I have to 
come three miles to these lectures so I want them to 
be some good to me.” I tried to explain that I 
thought he had misunderstood the object of the 
lectures, that they were not intended to make farmers 
into veterinary surgeons, but to teach them how to 
keep their animals healthy and how to breed good 
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sound stock and so on. He listened patiently and 
then said :— 

‘‘ Your next lecture is on cow calving isn’t it!” 

I said, Yes, partly.” 

Well now” said coaxingly, ‘‘ Do you think it 
worth my while to come three miles, but I will 
promise to come if you will promise to tell us the best 
thing to do if you can feel nothing but a tail and a 
pair of hind quarters.”’ 

_I laughed, of course, but all my pride as a County 
Council lecturer had departed, and I thanked my 
stars when the fourth lecture was over, and drove 
home vowing that those whose ambition was that 
way could have the honour in future, I would never 


stand in their light. 
A Rerrep Lecturer. 


THE POSITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE 
COUNTRY PRACTITIONERS. 


The difficulty of writing a communication on this 
subject to one who, like myself, is innocent of any 
literary experience, lies not in any deficiency of dis- 
cussable matter, so much as in an inability to make 
one’s views patent and explicit ; and although I am 
particularly conscious of my feeble penmanship I 
have nevertheless decided to lay bare the views which 
I hold with regard to this important matter. 

I have now been actively connected with country 
veterinary practice for a period of ten years, and dur- 
ing that time have certainly never had cause to bless 
the day when I commenced to earn my living in the 
ranks of those who ara called upon to administer to 
the ailments of the domesticated animals of our rural 
districts. I have long held the opinion—and it is 
being constantly more deeply impressed upon my 
mind—that the position and prospects of the country 
veterinarian are becoming every day more helpless 
and disheartening. The views which I hold have 
not taken possession of me as a result of a want of 
love for my work, nor as a consequence of any 
inability to practice the art of my profession, and 
that this is so would, I fecl sure, be vouched for by 
many members of the profession towhom I am known. 
Let us for a few moments glance into the life of one 
of the above mentioned individuals, from the embry- 
onic to the adult stage. A youth having arrived at 
the age of seventeen decides that he would like to be 
a veterinary surgeon; he is fond of horses and 
animals generally, and his parents or guardians have 
the necessary funds wherewith to educate him, so 
that it comes to pass that he sets out on the rough 
and tortuous road which leads to diploma-dom. In 
the majority of cases the first thing to do is to 
apprentice the boy to a practitioner, this is not a 
difficult matter, and is speedily accomplished with the 
aid of, say, £200. His pupilage having been served 
the young man is sent to one of our teaching schools. 
whither he will not depart for a period of at least four 
years. 

Being a fairly studious youth and having success- 
fully passed his several examinations, he finds him- 
self at the expiration of four or five years of collegiate 


work, in possession of the much coveted license to 
practice. Emerging from the portals of 10 Red Lion 
Square he shakes hands with himself and feels 
delighted with everybody, then, in a very few excep- 
tional cases, having called at the Holborn Buffet, he 
proceeds into the country to begin life in earnest as 
a practitioner of veterinary medicine and surgery. 

In reviewing the past six or seven ycars of his life, 
he finds that he has expended some £700: or £750 
upon his professional education, kt us then follow 
him through the following years of his more respon- 
sible existence, and see what return he obtains upon 
his outlay. 

In the majority of cases, not caring to forthwith 
commence practice on his own account, or being 
desirious of obtaining more experience before doing 
so, our friend decides to take an assistantship for a 
year or two; this he speedily acquires at a salary of 
£40 or £50 per annum indoors. Having held this 
position for a time, and being unable to lay by any 
portion of his meagre salary, he resolves to purchase 
a practice, or to commence in a district in which 
there appears a fair chance of getting together a con- 
nection. In the event of his adopting the former of 
these two courses, he will be compelled to make a 
further demand upon his finances. The amount of 
purchase money which he must find may be anything 
between £200 and £1000, but taking an average prac- 
tice we will say £700. If on the other hand he 
chooses to take the latter place, he will be unable to 
pay his expenses for the first one, two, or three 
years, so that financially he will be in about the same 
position one way as the other; the only difference 
being that in the former case the purchase money 
will be expended in a short space of time, whereas in 
the latter its disbursement will be extended over a 
longer period. 

He has now taken up his residence, and sufficient. 
time having elapsed, finds himself in possession of a 
practice, the gross receipts of which allow him a nett. 
income of £250 or £300 per annum. What a 
miserable return for an outlay of some £1500 and 
many years of laborious study ! 

Being a man of fair scholastic and social attain- 
ments the young practitioner will be much struck 
with the difficulty he experiences in gaining his de- 
served position in the society of the district; he is a 
veterinary surgeon, and as such--and through no 
fault of his own—is looked down upon by most of the 
inhabitants whose social status is equal with, or only 
immediately superior to that held by the ordinary 
tradesman. He consoles himself with the idea that 
he has only to “live this down,” and that the exact- 
ness of his own behaviour, will eventually ensure him 
a proper social standing. Having this very laudable 
object in view he dresses as becomes a gentleman, 
drives a neat turnout, and rides a good horse ; he is 
particularly careful in the selection of his com- 
panions, politely demands respect from his subordi- 
nates, shuns the ‘‘ smoke room ”’ company of grooms 
and coachmen, is attentive to his duties, and can 
generally be found when a case awaits him. This 
praiseworthy conduct is commented upon by the lady 
inhabitants as they sip their afternoon tea, and the 
aristocracy generally soon realise that this new 
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arrival is something more than an ordinary farrier. 

This is all very satisfactory so far as it goes, but 
what is the opinion which those ‘people hold who are 
pecuniarily the more desirable? What do the stud 


fession, and at their conclusion will not unfrequently 
be compelled to requisition the services of a kindly 
and sympathetic cowman who, with the aid of a 
knife blade, will dexterously remove from his apparel 


grooms and coachmen think of him? And in what; a quantity of semi-liquid material of a greenish hue 


way do they use the influence which everyone of them 
possesses over his employer? At an early market 


dinner the average farmer will give expression to the 


statement that ‘“‘he don’t care much for the new 
veterinary, he puts the pot on too much ”’ (whatever 
that may mean) whereupon his brethren will give 
publicity to their opinion that they will never have 
another man like poor old So-and-so, who deservedly 
held a wide reputation for his smartness at the truly 
marvellous operation—removal of the tail worm. 
The grooms etc. for their part are anything but 
friendly disposed towards him, for has he not re- 
fused to allow them ten per cent. on their employers’ 
accounts ? 

He is a little worried and disheartened with these 
matters, but good soul that he is, keeps plodding on, 
and decides that he has only to prove himself capa- 
ble and trustworthy to ensure a good connection. The 
next thing to bother him will be the knowledge that 
he is to a great extent made a convenience of by the 
majority of his clients ; he discovers that his services 
are rarely sought until the seriousness of a case has 
(in the judgment of the owner) been proved by the 
failure of repeated doses of So-and-So’s “ lightning 
specific,” or ‘‘ blue dynamite.’”’ In this matter he con- 
soles himself with the opinion that here, as else- 
where, nature’s law of survival of the fittest will 
speedily assert itself. Alas! how little does he know 
that the innate love of the average agriculturist for 
all forms of amateur doctoring will for ever enable 
the compounder of quack medicines to sit at his ease, 
whilst he himself blunders down a lonely bridle path 
to attend a case which the nostrums of the empiric 
have failed to relieve. 

As remuneration for his attendances he considers a 
fee at the rate of a shilling a mile cannot be looked 
upon as anything but fair, and makes his charges 
accordingly, he is speedily made aware of the fact 
that his idea of a fair visiting fee does not coincide 
with that held by his clients, who promptly inform 
him that they deem sixpence or eightpence mileage 
ample remuneration. The charges are reduced as 
requested, and our friend goes on his way vainly 


endeavouring to solve the problem as to why the 


services of his horse and himself, are of less value 
than those of the ordinary cabman. 

Experiencing, as he does, so much difficulty in 
making a fair living, he feels it incumbent upon him 
to refuse no legitimate veterinary work, and thus it 
comes about that he is called upon to perform all 
kinds of responsible operations for which he receives 
the most paltry and inadequate remuneration. To 
cite a few cases in point—the castration and spaying 
-of pigs at one and sixpence a litter, of calves at eight- 
teenpence each, and of colts at from five shillings to 
‘seven and sixpence per head, will constitute a portion 
of his daily work. With regard to the two first 
named operations he will often find them very 
different work to that which he was led to expect 
when he was enrolled a member of a scientific pro- 


and not inoffensive odour, and which assuredly does 
not harmonise with the pattern on his well-cut riding 
breeches. 

Want of space forbids my mentioning many more 
disappointing phases of the country veterinarian’s 
daily life, not the least important of these being the 
worry and anxiety which will be caused him as a re- 
sult of the gross ignorance of the average farm atten- 
dant with which he will be daily brought in contact. 
There is doubtless a silver lining to every cloud, and 
much may be said in opposition to the views which 
I have expressed; at the same time I claim that 1 
have been guilty of no exaggeration, but have spoken 
of the case strictly as I and many of my brethren 
have experienced it. 

In conclusion, I would say that if under his present 
circumstances the average country practitioner is 
enabled to make a moderate living, it is the most he 
may expect. He may by his gentlemanly conduct, 
upright dealing, and strict regard for professional 
etiquette, leave his calling a little better than he 
found it, but whereas this will be highly admired b 
those of his brethren who remain; it will be but small 
consolation to his sorrowing wife and children to 
whom, from henceforth, life must be an uphill fight 
indeed. 
One or 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE BOARD 
OF AGRICULTURE, 


The conduct of the Board of Agriculture in subor- 
dinating its veterinary advisers to the fads of a 
pedantic Secretary, under the excuse of departmental 
convenience, only requires publicity. 

The so-called ‘‘re-arrangements”’ have as yet 
found no apologist except in Dr. Fream who, unfor- 
tunately for us, guides the agricultural policy of The 
Times. The following extracts, like those published 
last week are all in our favour :— 


“Tue Dairy News.” 


The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons have recently considered resolutions forwar- 
ded by the veterinary societies of the United King- 
dom, which discloses a feeling of general and wide- 
spread dissatisfaction throughout the profession with 
the alleged attitude of the Board of Agriculture. In a 
report just forwarded to the Board the Council stated 
that by means of a committee they endeavoured to 
trace the specific causes of this feeling and are bound 
to confess that some of the alleged grievances have no 
foundation and are merely matters of misunderstand- 
ing. Some however are but too substantial and re- 
quire immediate efforts for their alleviation. The 
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conditions which are chiefly complained of result 
from changes made on the retirement of Professor 
Brown from the Directorship of the Veterinary 
Department. The changes, it is contended, have had 
the effect of depriving the profession of high civil 
position to which they are entitled by virtue of ser- 
vices rendered to the State. There is now no 
Veterinary’ Department. There is instead an 
“Animals”? Department, under which unmeaning 
title it is difficult to recognise the division of the 
Board which has hitherto been entrusted with the 
suppression of disease amongst animals. This re- 
named department, like the one it superseded, con- 
sists partly of executive and partly of scientific 
officers, but under the change of name an alteration 
has been effected which entirely reverses their rela- 
tive positions. The Council consider this change as 
a reflection upon the capacity of the whole body of 
the profession, and as one calculated to destroy the 
efficiency of the department, and they energetically 
protest against a so-called reorganization which re- 
moves from the hands of a professional expert the 
control and direction of the department created for, 
and solely concerned with, the suppression of disease 
amongst live stock. Whereas the form of organiza- 
tion which had been in force for a period of sixteen 
years was eminently successful and gave satisfaction 
to agriculturist and to veterinarian, the new system 
has caused dissatisfaction and been accompanied by 
a striking want of success. It is also complained that 
whilst an enormous addition has been made to the 
staff of lay inspectors, the staff of professional advisers 
has been reduced. 


Live Srock Journat.”’ 


Commenting upon the report sent from the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to the Board of Agri- 
culture this journal says:—‘‘ There is not, as 
formerly, a ‘‘ Director of the Veterinary Department ”’ 
in the person of a veterinarian, but a ‘ Principal of 
the Animals Department,” who is a layman. In- 
stead of a Director and two inspectors, the veterinary 
ofticers of the Board are reduced to two inspectors— 
Mr. A. C. Cope and Mr. William Duguid. At a 
most critical time the veterinary staff has been re- 
duced by one-third. Another serious matter is that 
referred to in the report—that, notwithstanding the 
long experience and marked ability of the chief and 
assistant inspectors, should illness or retirement de- 
prive the Board of their services, there is serious risk 
that similar experience as theirs could not be ob- 
tained. All the experience already gained will be 
lost, ‘‘because no younger man is appointed to the 
staff, and trained to the duties of the office.” It is 
further pointed out that in the stamping out of 
pleuro-pneumonia the suppression of each outbreak 
was conducted by a lay veterinary inspector, with the 
aid of the veterinary surgeon of the district, while 
for the suppression of- swine fever the travelling 
inspector is unaided by the local veterinary surgeon. 
The report concludes by saying that this “is a 
change detrimental to the stockowner and to the 
taxpayer, and one which has not added to the 
efficiency of the Board of Agriculture.” 


Yorksuire Post.” 


The extraordinary re-arrangement of staff by which 
the Board of Agriculture has avoided the expense of 
a successor to Professor G. T. Brown in the director- 
ship of the Veterinary Department is condemned by 
a committee of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, which has carefully considered the matter. 
It is not only, as the committee show, a false 
economy, but it involves throughout the staff a dis- 
placement of professional by lay advisers. For 
example, the travelling inspectors are now laymen, 
and their work is largely done without the aid of the 
district surgeons. The disadvantages of this change . 
in dealing with disease are obvious. The presence 
of a veterinarian at the slaughter of animals for 
pleuro-pneumonia guarded the public against the 
consumption of any diseased carcases, and protected 
the Government from the extravagance of destroying 
healthy carcases. It also enabled the State to obtain 
most valuable statistics as to the existence of other 
diseases in the slaughtered animals, and supplied the 
only trustworthy data as to the prevalence of tuber- 
culosis. The enormous destruction of swine which 
has taken place during the last 18 months has had 
no such supervision, and it is impossible to say what 
unnecessary waste of human food has taken place, or 
what number of diseased carcases have been per- 
mitted to go to the butcher. As to the prevalence of 
tuberculosis or other disease in swine, a great oppor- 
tunity has been lost, and no information or statistics 
are available, although tuberculosis is much more 
frequent in swine thangvas suspected a few years ago. 
The travelling inspector, a layman, is left entirely to. 
his own devices, not only in tracing out the origin 
vand spread of disease, but in determining whether 
infected herds should be slaughtered or isolated, or 
partly slaughtered and partly isolated. This exten- 
sion of the duties of laymen to such purely technical 
work as the investigation of pathological problems, 
or the very difficult duty of deciding what morbid 
conditions should justify slaughter or where isolation 
should be adopted, or to the important question of 
selecting what carcases should be buried and what 
sold as human food, appears to the Committee to be 
indefensible. It will certainly tend to impair the confi- 
dence of stockowners in the policy of compulsory 
slaughter. 


ScorsmMan,”’ 


It is intended after the recess to call the attention 
of the House of Commons to the grievances under 
which veterinarians suffer by the ‘ reorganisation ”’ 
of the former Veterinary Department of the Board 
of Agriculture. These grievances have been set forth 
in a report by the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. It is contended that there is 
now no “ Veterinary Department,’’ and that under 
the unmeaning title of ‘‘ Animals ’’ Department it is 
difficult to recognise the division of the Board which 
has hitherto been trusted with the suppression of 
disease amongst animals. Complaint is made that a 
layman is appointed principal of the Department, and 
is placed over the head of a scientific officer who, on 
the retirement of Professor Brown, C.B., the laie 


director of the Veterinary Department, might well 
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have expected promotion to the vacant post and 
salary. The change of name of the Department and 
the change of position of the officers seem, the Coun- 
cil say, to be explainable only upon the supposition 
that the interests of the stockowner had been over- 
looked and the interests of the veterinary profession 
ignored. 


An American Oprnion. 


From an address recently delivered in New York 
to veterinary students by Professor James Law we 
quote this very pertinent paragraph. 

‘“‘ Never in your own hearts allow the thoughts of 
personal or party advantage to obscure the principle 
that all public office is a most sacred public trust. If 
you should fail in this respect, you ought no longer 
to complain when all your laboriously acquired know- 
ledge and skill are ignored, when your special fitness 
for veterinary sanitary work is overlooked, and when 
as the result of a would-be sanitary movement 
brought about, perhaps largely, by your own efforts 
to educate the community, you see the offices filled 
by political dependents who have no education, no 
experience, no such skill as to fit them for discharg- 
ing the duties assigned them. If by passive acquies- 
cence you have contributed to undermine the public 
trust, you must take the natural consequences, even 
if these should come in the form of waste of public 
money in alleged sanitary reforms which become but 
prostitutions of the name under unfit appointees, to 
the contempt of sanitary science and the discredit of 
the veterinary profession and its practitioners. 

Veterinary sanitary science is especially a question 
of political economy, and those who would ofticer any 
veterinary sanitary organization with laymen fall 
back on the excuse of having business men, financial 
experts, to direct the undertaking. The same prin- 
ciple is often invoked in the case of medical appoint- 
ments, and sanitation and philanthropy are alike 
baulked through an administration which is unac- 
quainted with the medical questions involved. 
Veterinary sanitary work is a Christian and humane 
movement, but it is even more directly and primarily 
an economic undertaking. You must present it to 
the public on all sides as a means of protecting and 
husbanding human health and life, and as a means 
of cutting off the constant losses in our live stock 
possessions and of increasing the number and value 
of our flocks and herds. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE. 


In GERMANY. 


A report is published by Herr Wilbrandt in the Zeits- 
chrift fur Fleisch und Milch Hygiene, in which he gives 
the following percentages of cattle found to be tubercu- 
lous amongst those slaughtered at Schwerin during the 
last four years :— 


Year. Cows percent. Oxen and bulls, per cent. 
1891 23°4 69 
1892 24:7 
1893 28°5 21°5 
1894 340 


It is seen that the cases are increasing not only 
amongst cows, which, by being shutjup in close stalls, are 
specially susceptible to the malady, but also amongst 
oxen, It is argued that approximately the same in- 
creasing proportions of tuberculous animals would prob- 
ably be found amongst live cattle were the tuberculin 
test to be generally applied. An estimate putting 35 
per cent. of the cattle of Schwerin as tuberculous is 
thought to be below th> mark, seeing that more to the 
south, in Saxony, the proportion has been ascertained to 
be greater. 

It has been resolved in Saxony to inoculate all stud 
bulls at the expense of the State and through the agency 
of the district veterinary surgeons, on the understanding 
that bulls which give the temperature-reaction indicative 
of tuberculosis shall not again be used for breeding pur- 
poses. Where associations are formed for the purchase 
of a bull for joint use in several herds the allocation of a 
State grant in aid will be dependent on the production of 
a certificate from a district veterinary surgeon that the 
animal has successfully passed through the tuberculin 
test—that is, has not given the temperature-reaction 
after injection of tuberculin. 


In DENMARK. 


Last year 66,403 fat beasts were sent from Denmark 
into Hamburg tor slaughter and 7 per cent. were found 
to be tuberculous. ‘Chis proportion is, however, not 
considered to represent the full extent of the prevalence 
of tuberculosis amongst beef cattle, for compulsory meat 
inspection only began on June 1, since which date the 
number has been nearer 8 per cent., thus corresponding 
closely with the 8:24 per cent. of tuberculons beasts 
found in slaughtered cattle in Prussia in the year 
1893-94. In Copenhagen last year 16-28 per cent. of 
the beasts which entered the slanghterhouses were found 
to be tuberculous. 

In France. 


In again inviting attention to the efforts made by Pro- 
fessor Nocard, of Alfort, to popularize the use of tuber- 
culin as a means of diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis, the 
Jownal de Agriculture maintains that it is in the 
general application of this method that a means will be 
found of counteracting the effects of so terrible a malady 
and even of suppressing it entirely. The Departmental 
Agricultural society of the Aube has resolved, in order 
to encourage stock- keepers in the use of tuberculin, to 
bear one half of the cost in the case of the first 20 
farmers, members of the society, who will undertake the 
inoculation of their herds with tuberculin, On the 7th 
inst. M. Nocard was presented with a beautiful work of 
art from the society by M. Gustave Huot, the presideut, 
who, in the course of his address, remarked, “ Thanks 
to you, M. Nocard, we are already able to protect our 
cattle against the terrible malady of tuberculosis. It is, 
perhaps, not too much to hope that in the near future 
this dreadful disease will have lost its characters of ex- 
treme gravity.” 

An important sale of pure-bred Shorthorn cattle, 
from well-known French herds, is announced to take 
place im Paris on the 27th inst. A 2 syne interest 
attaches to it, inasmuch as all the animals are guaran- 
teed free from tuberculosis, they having been submitted 
to the tuberculin test and having failed to give the tem- 
perature reaction characteristic of the presence of the 
disease. 

In SwitzERLAND. 

For the benefit of Swiss cattle-breeders, M. Goose, of 
Geneva, has prepared a translation, which has recently 
been published, of the researches with tuberculin carried 
out by Professor Bang, of Copenhagen. The translator 
urges the necessity of adopting, in all countries, effec- 
tive measures against the spread of bovine tuberculosis. 
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In AMERICA. 


A somewhat elaborate{series of experiments relating to 
tuberculosis has been carried out amongst the herd of 
cattle at the Hatch Experiment Station, Massachusetts. 
The conclusions arrived at are not entirely consistent. 
They include, amongst others, the following :—That the 
diagnosis of tuberculosis by physical examination is, in 
most cases, impossible; that tuberculin affords an ex- 
ceedingly delicate and reliable test for tuberculosis ; that 
its use is not followed by any ill effects of a serious or 
permanent nature ; that, in some instances, the injection 

‘of tuberculin produces a marked rise of the internal tem- 

rature when no tuberculosis exists; that the reaction 

ollowing the use of tuberculin bears no relation to the 
extent or development of the disease. 

Experiments with tuberculin on non-tuberculous cows 
have been in progress at Cornell University Experiment 
Station, New York State. In the records of temperature 
obtained, there is nothing to indicate that the tuberculin 
either at the time of the test or later, had proved in any 
way inimical to the general health. It is inferred that 
test doses of tuberculin apparently do not, in the absence 
of the bacillus, produce any illness in the healthy animal. 
So far as the evidence goes, “everything points to the 
harmlessness of a single test dose on a sound animal 
system.”—The Times. 


In 


The Board of Agriculture is doing nothing and has not 
even collected statistics. The country is waiting for the 
Report of the Koyal Commission appointed five years 


ago. !! 


THE SUPPRESSION OF SWINE FEVER. 


In his paper on “‘ Swine Fever ”’ in the Journal of 
the Bath and West of England Society Professor 
Brown, says The Live Stock Journal, gives the follow- 
ing remarks as io ‘further measures to be adopted 
for the suppression of swine fever ’’ :— 

If farmers have made up their minds that the disease 
is to be got rid of, and mean to perform their share of 
the work, something more must be done towards the 
extinction of swine fever; otherwise persistence in the 
use of measures for its extinction will be a mere waste of 
time and money. 

First, there is the very obvious suggestion that no time 
should be lost in letting the authorities know that swine 


- fever exists, or is suspected to exist. That this precaution 


is neglected in a great many instances is clear, from the 
numbers of swine reported to have died of the disease 
before any notice was given. Complaints have been 
made of the delay which occurs while the Board’s officers 
are making the necessary examinations and arrangements 
before slaughter can be carried into effect ; but this is a 
matter of little importance, in comparison with the 
absence of any precautions to prevent the escape of in- 
fection during the entirely unnecessary delay in 
announcing an outbreak—a delay sometimes of weeks, 
duriug which, perhaps, no restrictions are in force. 

Next in importance to the prompt notification of 
disease is the maintainance of strict isolation of the 
diseased or suspected animals, and of those which have 
been in contact with them. Doubtless, in these times, 
there is a strong temptation to adopt any means by 
which loss may be avoided, and it may often be to the 
immediate benefit of the owner to send all the pigs 
which are in good condition toa market or sale yard, 
immediately on the discovery of any kind of pig disease, 
without waiting to find out whether the affection is 


swine fever or not. The enormous number of outbreaks, 
due to the introduction of swine purchased in open 
market, would never have happened, as everyone will 
probably allow, unless infected swine had been sent to 
market. 

Another point of the utmost importance is to ascertain 
the condition of swine purchased in a market or from 
any unknown source, before permitting them to come 
in contact with the rest of the pigs on the premises. A 
fortnight’s quarantine would in most cases settle the 
question of infection, and less time would suffice if the 
animals were kept under competent veterinary super- 
vision. Outbreaks of swine fever often occur among 
swine which have been on premises for a considerable 
time, yet in such cases information which might in any 
way assist the inspectors in tracing the disease to any 
previously existing centre of infection is usually very 
difficult to get. There can be no doubt that in many 
such instances the owner of the swine might direct the 
inquiry into the right channel, while, in the absence of 
the assistance which he could afford, there is a decided 
chance that it will begin in the wrong direction. 

What is wanted from the stockowner is active co- 
operation in the work of stamping out the disease in- 
stead of opposition to, or even passive acquiescence in, 
the proceedings which are being taken for his ultimate 
benefit. It is not suggested that any opposition is offered 
by the farmers in geveral, but something more than non- 
resistance is necessary if the work of stamping out 
swine fever is to be done quickly, or, indeed, to be done 
at all. 


AN UNDEFINED DISEASE IN SHEEP. 


Professor McCall Le to The Scottish Farmer 
says :— 

S1z,—Under the above heading, in your issue of 6th 
ult., you inform your readers that at a recent meeting of 
the Renfrew Agricultural Society, the secretary submit- 
ted a report from Mr. Alexander Pottie, veterinary sur- 
geon, Paisley, regarding the prevalence of disease in 
American sheep. 

In Mr. Pottie’s report it is stated, on the authority of 
Mr. M‘Clusky, that 70 per cent. of American sheep “ are, 
on being slaughtered in the Paisley slaughterhouse, 
found affected with an internal disease much resembling 
tuberculosis in cattle.’ Mr. Pottie, after giving expres- 
sion to his astonishment at the number of affected sheep 
which he had also found, goes on to say—“ I consulted 
with an expert—Mr. M‘Alpine, Paisley—who was able to 
cultivate the germs, and he reported it had some of the 
characteristics of tuberculosis. We had a specimen sent 
to Prof. Coats, of Glasgow University, who kindly took 
an interest in it, through Dr. Fraser, Paisley ; but his 
opinion was that it was a parasitic disease.” Mr. Pottie 
now adds—“ My opinion, from the appearances of the 
tubercle, is that it is tuberculosis in sheep, as we do not 
find a like appearance of the tubercle in all animals ;” 
and he further points out that “it is found also in the 
unborn tcetus, so that it must be hereditary.” 

In this way we have three opinions advanced as to the 
nature of the malady affecting the sheep, viz. :—(1) 
“Some of the characteristics of tuberculosis,” by Mr. 
M‘Alpine ; (2) “a parasitic disease,” by Professor Voats ; 
and (3) “ tuberculosis,’”” by Mr. Pottie. Of course I do 
not know for certain what induced Mr. Pottie to call in 
the assistance of Mr. M‘Alpine and Professor Coats, see- 
ing they are not members of the veterinary profession ; 
but notwithstanding, | admire immensely the guarded 
position both gentlemen have taken up in giving expres- 
sion to their opinions. 
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Every impartial mind must admit that such a grave 
charge as Mr. Pottie has brought against the admission 
of American sheep to this country, on the ground of 
being so grieviously affected with tuberculosis, should not 
have been made without the clearest and most irrefraga- 
ble prvof. 

Now, as a considerable number of the parasitic diseases 
which afflict the lower animals are characterised by the 
formation of tubercles, or nodes, as, for example, glan- 
ders, actinomycosis, tuberculosis, nodular or pseudo- 
tuberculous pneumonia, verminous disease of the lungs, 
&c., and as the tubercule, or node is merely the habitat 
or residence of the parasite, it is self evident that no 
man, however gifted, can tell what order of parasite is 
within the tubercle, until the tubercle or node, after 
preparation, has been laid open and examined with the 
microscope. Moreover, even then the observer must be 
acquainted with the distinctive outlines of the various 
organisms which inhabit tubercles, in order to differen- 
tiate the one organism from the other- I infer that Mr. 
M‘Alpine and Professor Coats examined the so-called 
tubercles after the manner I have described, and that 
they fuund the ova and embryos of a parasite, but not 
being familiar with it, they refrained from giving it a 
name. In so acting, I repeat these gentlemen proceeded 
with caution and vandour ; but not so Mr. Pottie, who 
formed his opinion on the naked eye “ appearances of 
the tubercle,” and not being familiar with the disease, 
need we be astonished that he arrived at a fallacious con- 
clusion ? 

Mr. Pottie also states that the disease “ must be here. 
ditary, because the tubercle is found in the unborn 
foetus.” But I, on the contrary, submit that the disease 
is not hereditary, for it is the work of the parasites, and 
parasites are not the hereditary offspring of sheep— 
sheep breed sheep, and parasites, parasites. If sheep, 
then, harbour parasites, and these parasites, by their 
burrowing about in the tissues composing the sheep’s 


body, set up disease, it is self evideut that neither the | 


parasite nor the disease are hereditary products of the 
sheep. 

Sine an inspector of the Board of Agriculture, it is 
understood that I reserve my opinions for the informa- 
tion of the department to which I am attached; and, 
more especially, that 1 refrain from answering what may 
appear in the public prints, reflecting on the performance 
of my duties, or those of the Board of Agriculture ; but, 
botwithstanding, I think I will be pardoned for inform- 
ing Mr. Pottie that the affection to which he has been 


Shore. The arrangements were most satisfactory, The 


details are as follows :— 


| HEAVY-WEIGHT RACE (13st. 7lb.). For horses the pro- 
perty of officers of the Curragh District that have been 

| regularly hunted during the past season. To be ridden 

by officers qualified to enter. A silver cup to be presen- 
ted to the winner. About four miles, over a fair hunt- 
ing country. 

| Major J. R. Scott’s (8rd Hussars) 6yrs, 

™ (Mr. Shore) 1 

Major R. G. Bruxnell Randall’s (Lancashire Fusiliers) 

Tar, aged, (Mr. White) 2 

| Capt. 5. F. Charles’s (Lancashire Fusiliers) Oup Moke, 

| ed, (Mr. Mitchell) 3 

Col. J. Talbot-Coke’s A.A.G., Lady Bird, aged (Owner) 4 

Capt. L. C. Warren‘s (Royal Manster Fusiliers) Mabel, 

| aged (Owner) 5 


| LIGHT-WEIGHT RACE (12st. and over). A silver cup to 
be presented to the winner. About four miles. 
Major J. R. Scott’s (3rd Hussars) Puanrasy, aged 
Shore) 1 
Mr. W.G. Murray’s (3rd Hussars) Doniy, ay (Owner) 2 
Mr. H. C. Chaworth-Muster’s (3rd Hussars) Smonen, 6yrs, 
(Owner) 3 
Mr. R. A. C. Wellesley’s (Royal Horse Artillery) “ady 
Scarlet, aged (Owner) 0 
Mr. A. M. Kennard’s (Royal Horse Artillery) Independent 


6yrs. (Owner) 0 
Mr. C. W. Grey’s (Army Service Corps) Little Victor 
6yrs. (Owner) 0 
Mr. J. M. Whyte’s (Lancashire Fusiliers) Jenkins, 6yrs. 
| (Owner) 0 


| Vet.-Major R. F. Frost’s (Army Veterinary Department) 
Bandula Bor, aged (Owner) 0 
| 
| At Last--The Tuberculosis Commission. 
| lt was announced in the House of Commons on Tues- 
| day by Mr. Shaw Lefevre, in answer to a question by Mr. 
Ramsay, that the long expected report of the Royal Com- 
‘mission on bovine tuberculosis had at last been made 
and a copy of it laid upon the table of the House. We 
shall be curious to see what suggestions the Commission 
has made, and shall not be surprised if the question of 
legislation is somehow evaded. It is mure than remark- 
_able that five years should have elapsed since the Com- 
“mission was appointed avd that now the report is per- 
| mitted to appear just when a general election is said to 
be looming in the not distant future. 


| 


the instrument of directing so much public attention, is” 


not tuberculosis, neither is it an hereditary disease ; and, | 


further, that it is a disease which has beea known to me 
for 30 years, and that it affects home, as well as foreign 
sheep, and does not render their carcases unfit for human 
food 


CURRAGH POINT-TO POINT RACES. 


Pigs from Ireland. 
“ The imports of horses, cattle and pigs into Great 
| Britain from Ireland showed a substantial increase in 
March as compared with February,” The numbers are 
' February, 67,464 ; March, 71,649. 

As everyone knows Swine-fever prevails in Ireland 
and yet the Board of Agriculture is so puzzled to account 
for its spread in England that it has appointed a Depart- 

/mental Committee to find out. Suppose Catte plague 


had been treated in this fashion, what would have been 


This meeting, which, thanks to the exertions of the the cost 
hon. secretary, Vet.-Major R. F. Frost, proved most sue | —--—__- 


cessful and enjoyable, came off on Wednesday. The 
military stationed at the camp, as well as the gentry of 
the neighbourhood, turned up in force, while few, if any, 
of the Curragh trainers were absent. Hospitality was 
dispensed on all sides, and a military band considerably 
enlivened the proceedings. It was unfortnnately found 
necessary to abandon the Farmers’ Race, owing to non 
compliance with the rule regulating those events when 
connected with hunt gatherings. The programme accord- 
ingly was confined toa brace of events—a heavy -weight | 
and a light-weight race. Both were won by Major Scott's 
representatives, each of whom were well steered by Mr. | 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Moves. 


Veterinary-Capt. A. Bostock, from Mandalay, has been 
posted to the charge of the Veterinary Hospital, Bellary 
and Belgaum; Veteriuary-Capt. R. W. Burke, un relief 
by Veterinary-Capt. Bostock, is posted for duty to the 
Veterinary Hospital at Secunderabad ; and Veterinary- 


Lieut. W. J. Tatam, from Myingyan to the Veterinary 


Hospital at Bangalore. Veterivary-Major 5. N. Wilson 
has been selected for employment at the forthcoming 
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Royal Military Tournament. Veterinary-Lieut. W. E. 
Russell has been ordered t+» Woolwich for duty. Vet.- 
Lieut.-Col. H. Thomson arrived at Aldershot on the 8th 
inst. as district Veterinary Officcr.—Broad Arrow. 


THE LAST OF THE CANADIAN STORES. 


The uselessness of agitating further for the re- 
moval of the restrictions on the importation of Cana- 
dian cattle is now being recognised on all hands, and 
the agitation for this end has consequently collapsed. 
It is, in the highest degree, improbable that the 
Canadian Government will ever be in a position to 
make out a stronger case for the removal of the re- 
strictions than they have done in the pamphlet issued 
the other week by the Hon. A. R. Angers, Minister 
of Agriculture for the Dominion. They have chal- 
lenged the world to find any trace of pleuro in 
Canada, or any ‘old encysted case’ in the lungs of 
any Canadian beast whether landed in Great Britain 
or slaughtered in Canada; they have convicted the 
veterinary advisers of the British Board of Agriculture 
of mistakes which are hardly credible ; and they have 
had the evidence of M. Nocard, the leading veterin- 
arian of Europe, to the effect that the morbid appear- 
ances found in the lungs of some Canadian cattle 
after a voyage across the Atlantic on the spar deck of 
a steamer are absolutely distinct from those of con- 
tagious pleuro. When Mr. Gardner remains un- 


possible care, and to observe all regulations in force 
for the destruction of the disease, as inoculation, 
valuable as it is, is only to be looked upon as a 
secondary remedy towards its destruction. If, as we 
trust, we have succeeded in our trials, in showing the 
value of inoculation and its benefit to the pastoral- 
ists, it will be gratifying to us that the only object we 
had in view had been attained.”’ It is apparent from 
this evidence that even its advocates admit that the 
eradication of pleuro-pneumonia will never be accom- 
plished by inoculation, and this is what we have 
claimed all along, sometimes receiving sharp criticism 
from our colonial friends for adopting this line. 
Inoculation may be useful in reducing the number of 
outbreaks of the disease, but no country has ever got 
rid of it by any other system than slaughter of the 
diseased and in-contact cattle.—Live Stock Journal. 


THE TUBERCULOSIS COMMISSION. 


The Times concludes an article on the Report thus— 

‘“« But the facts already known were probably sufti- 
cient to render the subject a thorny one in the eyes 
of politicians, who were professionally interested in 
the collective vote of the meat trade, and who, while 
admitting that responsibility for the public health 
could not be altogether disclaimed, were nevertheless 
not unwilling to postpone, as long as might be possi- 
ble, any necessity for incurring risk of unpopularity 


moved by these representations, there need be no 
expectation that he will ever be called upon to meet 
any stronger representations on the subject, and | 
there need be no expectation whatever that Mr. 
Chaplin would be swayed by any such representa- | 
tions in view of the marked resemblance shown by 
the lesions found in the lungs of a few Canadian 
cattle to those of true contagious pleuro. There are | 
some who say that the Irish vote is not without its | 
influence in determining the Board to abide by this 
attitude in regard to the Canadian cattle trade, as 
store catile form the principal export from the 
Emerald Isle, and the exclusion of Canadian stores 
from our markets tends decidedly to enhance the price 
of Irish stores. Be that as it may, there is now ‘ no 


doubt whatever,’ that the British Board of Agricul- 


| be protected. 


on account of measures by which that health might 
In thes¢ circumstances, a Commission, 
presided over by an ex-Minister who had to learn the 
very alphabet of the subject from his colleagues, fur- 
nished an admirable machinery for the production of 
delay ; and this Commission dragged along its slow 
length for four weary years before it could even see 
the end of an inquiry whicn its scientific members, if 
left to themselves, would have completed in a smaller 
number of months.”’ 


UNSTAMPED EMBROCATION. 


A summons brought by the Inland Revenue authori- 
ties was heard on Tuesday against John Kirby Pilking- 
ton, veterinary surgeon, carrying on business in Fox 


ture will continue to abide by its present policy of 
‘erring on the safe side’ inregard to the exclusion of 
Canadian stores.— North British Agriculturist. 


INOCULATION FOR PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 


A report is published in Queensland recording the 
experience of Professor Dr. Shutz, Berlin, and other 
German experts in reference to inoculation for pleuro- 
pneumonia. The report states that ‘After the 
results of our trials we come to the conclusion that 
inoculation is a valuable remedy against the disease, 
provided it is carefully carried out, but we wish to 
state distinctly that it is in no way the only one to 
obtain destruction of pleuro-pneumonia. It tends to 
establish immunity against infection, and herein alone 


Street, Liverpvol, for selling a patent medicine for 
(human use without, at the same time, having to the 
same affixed arevenve stamp. It is supposed that defen- 
dant sold a species of embrocation for animal use, and a 
_ somewhat similar kind of human use. The latter bore a 
stamp, but it was contended by the Revenue authorities 
that the former kind had been supplied for human pur- 
' poses, thus evading the stamp duty. An officer deposed 
to having called at the defendant’s shop and asked for a 
bottle of “ Liverpore’s Embrocation,” as it was called. 
They did not ask him whether he wanted it for human 
or animal use, but supplied the bottle produced, which 
was intended for horses.—The full penalty was £10 and 
costs, aud Mr. Stewart imposed a penalty of 40s. and 
costs. 


— 


OBITUARY. 
Tuos. H. Jowett, Bradford. 


lies its value. It is therefore necessary to bestow all 


Graduated, December, 1892, New Coll., Edinburgh. 
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THOMAS GREAVES. 


By the death of Mr. Thomas Greaves in his 78th 
year, a notable figure has been removed from the 
profession. Probably no member was more widely 
and personally known or ever took a more active 
interest in the professional doings at local societics or 
at Red Lion Square. 

Mr. Greaves obtained his diploma in 1841, after 
studying at the Royal Veterinary College under Prof. 
Sewell. In 1858 he was selected as one of the vice- 
presidents. In 1864 he was elected a member of the 
Council, and in 1869 was chosen President. When 
the Fellowship degree was instituted by the Royal 
Charter of 1876 the Council was entrusted with the 
power of electing, without examination, a limited 
number of members to whom the Fellowship was 
given. These Foundation Fellows were chosen for 
their eminence as practitioners, writers, workers or 
teachers, and Mr. Greaves was among them. 

For over half a century Thomas Greaves devoted 
himself in Manchester to the duties of a veterinary 
practice and he was successful in a very marked 
degree. Latterly the practice has required the 
united efforts of two partners—one of whom Mr. 
Faulkner is well-known and highly respected through- 
out the profession. The work of a large practice was, 
however, not sufficient to engross his whole energies. 
He threw himself with ardour into all professional 
movements, and found time not only to be a diligent 
member of Council but to attend meetings of veter- 
inary societies all over the kingdom. To no man so 
much as to Mr. Greaves do we owe the establishment 
and development of the veterinary associations. ‘The 
invaluable assistance they have been to veterinary 
progress must be credited to a large extent to his in- 
domitable energy. Some he directly founded, others 
he assisted, and few, if any, but were indebted to him 
for kindly patronage. Of course the Lancashire 
V.M.A. saw most of him, but he read papers, opened 
discussions, and accepted office in societies at great 
distances from Manchester. Of how many he was at 
one time or another President we are unable to say, 
but his influence was felt far and wide—and that in 
days when these institutions were not the powerful 
bodies they are now. 

Of one most useful society he was, with Mr. 
Peter Taylor the founder and organiser. To no 
one so much as Mr. Greaves is the honour due of 
establishing the Veterinary Benevolent and Defence 
Association. The original suggestion was made by 
Mr. Friend, of Liverpool, but the practical achieve- 
ment was left for Mr. Greaves. This was his own 
particular hobby, and no one knows how much tiie 
and money he spent on it. His friends have the 
satisfaction of knowing that he has left it in a sound 
position and that it stands alone for the furtherance 
of objects altogether good and necessaty. There 1s 
no more useful association and it will remain a 
monument to Mr. Greaves, although perhaps some of 
its ways and means may require such alterations as 
time and circumstances force upon all things to ren- 
der them best adapted to their surroundings. 

Mr. Greaves was a copious contributor to veterl- 
nary periodicals. From the year 1855 his name 
appears very regularly as a writer on professional 


‘J subjects. He wrote a number of articles on lameness 


and disease, and strange to say they were all spoiled 
by his irrepressible habit of indulging in hypothetical 
explanations. Mr. Greaves was essentially a “ prac- 
tical”’ man so long as he had not a pen in his hand, 
but immediately he sat down to write on disease he 
permitted his imagination to lead him into the most 
vague generalisations. On less scientific subjects he 
wrote more surely, for then his common sense and 
experience guided him. 

During the time Mr. Greaves was Member of 
Council many subjects of the greatest importance 
had to be considered and settled. When he first 
appeared as a vice-president in 1858, the Camden 
Town School was all powerful at Red Lion Square, 
and the profession could make no step without the 
permission of the teachers at that institution. [arly 
in the “sixties ’’ the provincial practitioner began to 
take his proper position, and when Lawson, of Man- 
chester, was president in 1867 the profession began 
to know its own strength. The first great movement 
was to bring about unity of all practitioners and 
obtain the co-operation of the men who held the 
Highland and Agricultural Society’s Certificate. A 
beginning was made when a number of the most 
prominent holders of the certificate presented them- 
selves for examination and took the diploma of the 
R.C.V.5. Some held aloof, arguing that their certi- 
ficate was as strong evidence as the diploma of their 
professional abilities, and that although they desired 
union the corporate body must admit them without 
examination. Not until 1879 was this division men- 
ded, but in that year an amicable arrangement was 
made axd a Charter obtained providing for a perfect 
union. In 1881 this union was made secure by the 
passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, and then 
the veterinary profession for the first time really 
became an independent body. During all these years 
(ireaves supported the party of progress, and assisted 
in bringing about that unity between the schools and 
the College which was essential to all the advyance- 
ment since made. To the last supplemental charter 
Mr. Greaves did not see his way to give approval, 
but after it became an accomplished fact he loyally 
accepted it. 

His work was of a nature to be forgotten by the 
next generation, but it is recorded in our periodicals, 
For thirty years he laboured for the welfare of his 
profession. He gave his time, his money, and his 
intellect freely, and his contemporaries estimated his 
value so highly as to commemorate him by placing 
his portrait in oils on the walls of the Council 
chamber at Red Lion Square. 


“ VETERINARY” DEPARTMENTS. 
SIR, 
Whilst sympathising with you and the Council of the 
R.C.V.S., in the attempt to obtain justice for the pro- 
fession at the hands of the Board of Agriculture I do not 
feel sanguine of any success. Clearly all the changes 
have been made to suit the conventional notions of the 
permanent secretary. But you ought to know that the 
Chief of the Department--the head responsible to Par- 
liament—will always support his secretary. It is easy to 
evade questions in the House of Commons, and such a 


small matter as yours will not enlist the sympathy of a 
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sufticient number of members to frighten the Rt. Hon. 
H. Gardner into any actio.. If you succeed in getting 
our case taken up by a cuuser-ative member the whole 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Olver, ¥.x.c.v.s., Tamworth 


iberal party will back Mr. Gardner. If you enlist tae 
aid of a liberal member the official party whips will sup- 
press him should he look dangerous. There are only two 
moves to make ; (1) Join hands with other discontents and 
ask for a Select Committee to enquire into the whole 
working of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, or 
(2) Get your profession tv boycot the Board and refuse 
to work till the Veterinary profession is treated justly. 
At the War Office we have a Veterinary Department. In 
India we have a Civil Veterinary Department. All 
European States have a Veterinary Department. In 
America there is an “ Animals Bureau.” Perhaps this 
is where the Board has found its new name. If so they 
overlook the full sphere of the American Office, which 
really looks after animals in health and disease. Keep 


pegging away.— Yours truly 
"Late A.V.D. 


Communications, Books aNp Papers RECEIVED—Messrs. 

H. Thompson, D.C. Campbell, ‘ Isla,” ‘One of them.” 
The Vety. Magazine (Philadelphia), American Journal of 
Ophthalmiology, Journal of Sanitary Institute, The Abingdon 
Herald, The Reigate & Redhil! Journal, The Irish Daily In- 


Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.C.v.8., 
Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November: 


Nationa ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. 3. M. Parker, .n.c.v.s., Birmingham. 


Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 
Holliday Street Wharf, Birmingham 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F-R.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London. . 
Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. R. C. Trigger, F.R.c.v 3., 
Newcastle. Staffs. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: J. Blakeway, ¥.8.c.v.s., Birmingham 


NatronaL VETERINARY BenevoLeNt & Morvan 
DEFENCE Society. | 
Pres: Mr. Peter Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Treas: Mr. Thomas Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.x.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


Norru or Eneuanp V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. G. M. Mitchell, m.r.c.v.s., Sunderland 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. T. Finney, .n.c.v.8, 
20 Benehaw-road, Gateshead-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


dependent. April 20th. 
J. E. W. Hoare, | pres: Mr. James 8 
. Salt, J. Smith (enclosure), H. Barnes. thor M.R.C.V.S. 
Journal of Comp. Med. and Vety. Archives (Philadelphia) Hon. Sec: Mr. ™ . Skinner, m.R.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 
Ontario V.A. 


April 27th. 


Veterinary Societies —Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly nctified by the Secretaries. 


Bomuay V.M.A. 
Pres: Capt. Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Messrs. N. D. Dhakmarwalla, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
V. E. Vakharia, Esq., @.p.v.c. S. G. Haji, Esq. 
S. N. Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
Sec: S. K. Nariman, Esq., M.p., B. 8C., L.Vv.SC. 
Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. J. Pears, m.nr.c.v.s., Penrith 


Pres: Mr. G. L, Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Thos. B. Goodall. r.n.c.v.s., Christchurch, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sicliffe Hurndall, m.x.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Scorrisn V,S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat Verertnary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Hobday. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Reeks, m.r.c.v.s. Assist. H.S. Mr. W. Burt. 


ScortisH Merroporiran V.M.S8. 


i Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, ¥.x.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
~ Pres: Prof. W. O. Williams, r.x.c.v.s., New Vet. Coll., Edi 
4 i Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, .x.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 
Caucurts V,M.A. 
Sours DuruHam anp YorxksHire V.M.A. 
H | Pres: Mr. Greenhill, M.R.c.v.s. Pres.: Mr. A. Peele, ¥.R.c.v.s., West Hartlepool. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Crentrat V.M.A. 
Pres. Mr Villar, m.r.c.v.s., Greenhill, Harrow-on-the-Hill 


Hon. Sec. Mr F.C. Mahon, m.r.c.v.s., 
93 Huddlestone-rd. Tufnell Park, N. 


Meetings, Kirst Thursday in eac’: month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square. Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. F. Case, m.r.c.v.s., Swaffham 

Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 

Ver. Men. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert, F.n.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. 8. Goodall, r.x.c.v.s, Christchurch, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.r.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Joseph Temple, m.n.c.v.s,, Aberdare 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.r.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, .r.c.v.s., Plymouth 
116 week, Dublin. Hon. Sec: Mr. W. B. Nelder, ¥.x.c.v.s., Paul Street, Exeter 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 
Pres: Mr. W. Dacre, m.n.c.v.s., Manchester. West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Ron. Sec: Mc. Harry D. Chorlton, m.n.c.v.s., Pres : Mr. Thos. Campbell, r.x.c.v.s,. Kirkcudbright. 

97a Oxford Street., Manchester. | Treas: Mr. John Neil, m.n.c.v.s., Partick 


Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincotnsHixe V.M.S. 
Pres: (Vacant by death of Mr. H. J. Goodall) 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. A. Robiuson, m.R.c.v.s., Market Deeping. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Hon. Sec : Mr. Gordon Frew, m.x.c.v.s., Tureen St., Glasgow 


YorksHirE V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. James Cooke. F.8.c.v.s., Scarborough. 
Hon. Sec ; Mr. Frank Somers, m.x.c.v.s., 4 Wade Lane, Leeds 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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